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T HE following Letter is publiflied to enable the Proprietors 
of India Stock to judge of the primary caufe of the prefent 
commotions in Bengal, and of the true motives for depofmg Jaffier 

Alt: Pawn 


Aly Cawn. 

■ 

The friends of the Gentleman who accomplished that revol 
have handed about an apology for fo extraordinary a ftep : It cannot 


rt 


then be deemed improper to make public the realom on the other 
fide. 


’ 



this kind, there are two .Subjoined to the prefent Letter, thofe of 
Colonel Coote and Major Carnac, which have a Title to command 1 
the higheft veneration from every lover of his country. Both of 
ihefe Officers have performed adtions which might vie with the 
moft brilliant of antiquity. 

f|| 1 1 f '! p ’on, i?>’ y jj| j| | S j| j$ | 

Never thelels, it is with equal juftiee acknowledged, that after the 
ftroke was ftruck, fome gentlemen approved of what had been done,, 


of fo intereiting a nature, yet it is from 
that the impartial ought to decide. 
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Honourable Sirs, 
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iiliged to add refs you. 




tion, left ill-minded 


ion as a ia&ion, ini 


lit thereto ; it is our c 
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1 in opinion from 


acquaint you with our rea 
the gentlemen who were acct 
people fhould r< 

its rife, as it really does, to our ftridt regard to what we think con¬ 
ducive to the honour of our country, and the interfefts of our em¬ 
ployers. Had the whole Board been confulted, we dare after t, this 
meafurc would have been reje&ed by the majority; and we humbly 
refer to you, whether the opinion of every member thereof ought 
not to have been taken by the prefiderit, before he ventured up< 
bold a ftep as 
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farily be reprefented in the moft favourable light, by the gentlemen 
who promoted it. But whatever judgment you may have been led 
to entertain of the meafure, from their account of it, we cannot but 
think you will judge as ill of it as we do, when you are truly in¬ 
formed of the circumftances with which it was attended, the man¬ 
ner in which it was executed, and the ileps that have been fince 
taken to fupport it: Of thefe we will give you as fuccindt an account 

’ "; ' v ’ J; ■ v-: ; '.f- 3 v 'Mty 


as 




3. At a time, when there was not the leaf! appearance of a rup¬ 
ture or diiguit between us and the Nabob Jaffier Aly Chan; on 
the contrary, a friendship and harmony fubfifted; Mir Coffim Chan, 
his fon-in-law, came down to Calcutta, on feme pretence or other, 
so viiit Mr. Vanfittart; and having ftaid a fhort time, he returned to 
Morfhedabad. A few days after Mir Coflim’s departure, Mr. Van¬ 
fittart. went up to Morfhedabad, on the pretence of a vifit to the 
Nabob, Colonel Caillaud, with a party of two hundred Europeans 
and fiome Seapoys, attended him; who, to remove the fufpicion 
which fuch a force would have neceffarily occafioned, it was pre¬ 
tended were going up to Patna, to reinforce the army there. When 
Mr. Vanfittart arrived at Moradbaug, the Nabob paid him two vifits, 
Ut the lafl of which Mr. Vanfittart, without any previous notice 
of his intentions, gave him the three letters, mentioned in confu¬ 
tation of the loth of November, 1760; of which copies have been 
tranfinitted you. The abruptness with which thefe letters were pre- 
fented him, one ciofe upon the other, and the unexpected propoiajs 
contained in them, terrified the Nabob; and he was entirely at a 
lofs how to adt, but defired time to confider on what was to be done. 
Mr. Vanfittart, feeing his perplexity, ftrongly infilled on his imme¬ 
diately 
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cly naming lome perion, from among las relations, to take 
charge of the Subaihip ; and very particularly recommended Cotlim 


in luch anxiety of mind, and fb defirous to -be rdeafed from the vi~ 
lit, being greatly fatigued, that Mr, Vanfittart.was obliged, in order 
to lave appearances, to fuller his departure to the palace, after hav~ 



Aly Chati, how to, put in execution the plan before agreed on in 
Calcutta} u treaty having been jigmd for this purpofc, in September , 


1760, •while Cc[fim Aly Chan was down here . In confequence of 
thefe deliberations, our troops clandeftinely eroded the river, the 
next night, under Colonel Cai’laud, and being joined by Coffim Aly 
Chan and his party, furrounded the Nabob’s palace. A letter from 
Mr.. Vanfuiart was fent ih tp the Nabob, demanding his immediate 
compliance with what had been propofed to him; to which the 
Nabob returned, for anfyver, “ That fuch ufage was what he never 
< £ expeded from the Englifh ; that whilll: a force was at his gates, 
« he would enter into no terms ; and that it was his defire our 
“ troops might be returned to Moradbaug.” A meflage was then 
font, informing the Nabob, that if he did not diredly comply, they 
fhould be obliged to dorm the palace. Aftoniihed and terrified by 
this menace, he opened the gates, exclaiming, “ That he was be- 
trayed; that the Englilh were guilty of perjury and breach of 
«■ faith $ that he perceived their defigns again ft his government; 
tc that he had friends enough to hazard at lead one battle in his de~ 
<* fence ; but although no Oaths were facred enough to bind the 
A: Englifh*, yet as he had fworn to be their faithful friend, he would 
“ never fwerve from his engagement, and rather fuffer death than 
** draw his fword againft them.” So fiifpicious was he o.f being 

B 2 fold. 



' 

i. • ;• • • •» : vi •, •?,<*•• , i t v. w. i : 

‘ ■ : . : • , V:< ..:v 





fold, that, « : 

,{ Chan was to 
** much more to be continue 
'< to dethrone him, 
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“ iafcty in Calcutta." This laft rcqueft ot the 

of his fear and ddpair, was immediately laid hold of, and conftraed 
in the light of a voluntary refignation. Accordingly, our troops took 
poffeflion of the palace j Mir Coflim Chan was raifed to the Muf- 
nud; and the old Nabob was hurried into a boat, with a few of his 
women and neceifaries, and fent away to Calcutta, in a manner 
wholly unworthy of the high rank he had fo lately held ■„ as is alio. 


the fcanty fubfiftence allowed him here by his fuccefibr. 
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A Tl'ino WK Taflier Ali Chan denofech in breach of a treatir 



jufti.fi- 





litmoft, when there is no doubt he will be dispatched. Mod, if no* 
all thofe who efpouied the Englifh, intereft, have been kid under 
the heavieft contributions, and marly have died under the force of 


; others 


torture, to exadt money from 
murfhered, or (which is a common jpra< 
to ifrrvrve the lofs of honour, have mai 


have been-eithc 

ig Gentoos) unable 


y. It is infiriuated in the memorial, that 
cruelty had made him the detelfation of all 
yfiv in the hands of bad mi rafters-, under whole mal-a 

br___ _ ___ __ 
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the country was 

. ..... 
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opprefled : as an mftance ««►***■*"' 


f, the 


iearcity of grain in the city is 



trmy, rendered mutinous for want of their arrears; b 
inteftine danger, the provinces were threatened with' an invafion by 
the ■ Shahzadah with a powerful army, and feveral of the Rajahs and 
Zarnyindars, were on the point of revolting, to encounter all which 
there was nothing but a ddaffeded army. Mr. Vanlittart appeals to 
every by-ffcander for the truth of thefe fads, and of the imminent 
peril to which the country was expofed; he declares his intentions, 
were only to remove the bad miuifters, for which purpofe he carried 
up with him the party of Europeans and Seapoys. He proceeds to 
fet forth the manner in which the old Nabob was removed from 
the government, and Cofiim Aly Chan raifed. He fays, People in 
general were pleafed with the revolution j and makes a merit of its 

being effeded without the leaf! difturbance in the city, or a drop of 

. 

blood fpiic. He concludes with reprefenting the anxiety the Nabob 
exprefied to get from the city, through fear of Cofiim Aly Chan: 
and obferves, that he appeared pretty eaiy and reconciled to the lofs 
of his power, which he owned to he rather a burden than a plea- 

lure. 




a meaiure will 

to 

againft him j 
city j but we apprehend Mr. 

/- cireumftance, after 


not judge fo hvfhly 
experienced laft 
to doubt, he has 

'J — T ./ W 

taken, grain was never known fo fcarce m Calcutta before, info- 
much that numbers daily periled, ^ 


did ranted ftate in which the country had been ever iince Colonel 
Clive’s departure; fo that a very fmall part of the revenues came in¬ 
to his treafury. The Burdwan and Nuddea countries were aligned 
ri__ f„.. .t_ MoKnVc fifthf. Mid- 


over to 


___.. r „jiy iuu me or the Naboos debt. * iviia- 

napoor, the frontier to the fouth-weft, was overrun by the .Marat- 
tan Beerboon, and other Zatnindarks, with the province of Pu~ 
tea, under Kuddum HutTein Chan, were altedted towai ds the 
Shahzadah, who had under contribution tlte whole province of 

Mm bar. 



tagong, the eaitem barrier, did little more than defend itfeli again ft 
the incurfions of the Muggs, inhabitants of Aracan, who uied 
every year to come into Bengal for plunder. There remained only 
the D^acca province, the djftriets round Motfhedabad, the Radfhy 

war. And here lay the Nabob’s diftrefs, that with one fourth part, 
if fo much, of the accuftorned revenues, he was obliged to maintain 
an army greater than any Nabob did before him: and the Englifh 
army was not the lead: confiderable part of the burthen $ for trailing 
moft to them, he paid them fir ft, which preference was the caufe 
of difcontent to the country troops. And thb’ the force we had in 
the held, againft an enemy whom Colonel Clive had, but a very 
fhort time before, drove out of the country, far exceeded thofe the 
^Colonel had with him, yet no material advantage was gained over 
them, but the country was overrun and ravaged by them, and by 
frequeht marches and counter-marches, our own armies became as 
deftrudtive as thofe of the invaders. No wonder then at the peril¬ 
ous condition to which Mir Jaffier was reduced'j to extricate him 
from which, it behoved us to exert our utmoft abilitiesJ inftead 
whereof, he was treated with the greateft indignity by us, and 
balely turned out of his government. 

b'N - h 

10. To remove bad Counlellors from a Prince is certainly meri¬ 
torious ; but it does not fcein to us that any thing was ever deftghed 

intent 



pretty 


before-mentioned, made in Calcutta. Had there been the leal! at¬ 
tempt to convince him in a friendly manner of any errors in his ad¬ 
min ift ration, or of the neeedity of difmiiling from hiS prefence thofe 
who ill-advifed him, it is not to be doubted that he would have 

hearkned 
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charaderj- and injured us as much in the opinion of the natives, as- 
it has’of all the European colonies in this part of the world. ■ 

13. It is affined in the memorial, that Mir jaffier was cafy un¬ 
der thclof's of his power, wind) he is faid to have owned to have 
been rather a burthen to him : blit it: is evident, on the contrary; 
from his declarations l'inee, and his letters to the company and 
Colonel Clive, that he was' very unwilling to part with his govern¬ 
ment } and that he greatly regrets the deprivation of it- He was ne~ 
ceffitated, indeed, to iubmit; and in hopes of being red refled iome 
time or other by the Company, judging that luch a flep could, never 
be approved at home, he very wifely ohofe, rather than tfuft him- 
felf with his fon-indaw, to wait patiently for that redrefs in fafety 
at Calcutta. So- far he might appear reflgned to his fate ; yet this 
cih never be condrued as ah abdication of his government, though 
it lias been induflrioufly endeavoured to niake the world Ibdfe upon 
it in that light. f* : . 1 f' '' - 

14. We have now. Honourable Sirs, laid before you a true ac¬ 
count of the revolution. The projectors perhaps thought the ad¬ 
vantages’ it was to bring the Company would be a fufficient atone- 
ftieftt for the meafdre, and eiifure them the approbation of their 
mailers. It is true the Company have a coniiderable addition of ter¬ 
ritory, and do now receive a large yearly revenue; but as great, If 
pot greater advantages might have been procured by more honorable 
means: arid the prelent tranquil Hate of the country, which Secures 
to the Company as well as the Nabob the full enjoyment of their 
revenues, is not the effect of Mir Coffim Chan’s Naboblhip, but 
of air event which would equally have happened, had Jaffier Aly 
Chan been continued on the Mufnud, as can be eafily made to appear. V 

*5. Soon 







•as Tie.cnnj and as;-thc..fate of Jaffier Aly Chan n\uix have coifvit 
him how little, we regard the moft faered engagements, he will of 
neceffity endeavor to eitebli.fh himfelf on a foundation Ms precarious 
than the triendfhip of the EngHfh. That he already begins to do 
To, is evident from his dill iocrcaftng the number of his troops (hdf> 
•Withlianding the prefent tranqxiillity) and to render them the more 
'.formidable, he is arniing and difciplintng as many Seapoys as he can 
procure, in the European manner: arid to fecure hirtifeif as much as 
poffible from us, efleeming his capital 'Morihedabad (the fcene of 
liis predeceffor’s fail)' too near our fettle-men ts, He is about erecting 
a. large fort at Rajahmaul, which he propofes to make his place of 
refidence, where he hopes to be out of our reach. : / ; : i ,l v , 


wimm 


2:5. When any Member of the Board faggeds, that the Nabob’s 
'behaviour argues a fufpicion of us, for that if he really confided in, 
and fincerely regarded us, he would not put himfelf to the unnecef- 
fary expence of keeping Co large an army in pay, nor treat Co ill thofe 
who are avowedly our friends; it is replied, “ The Nabob is mafter 
** of his country ; and being independent of us, is at liberty to rule 
A and ait as he pleafes.” But furely Caffim Aly Chan cannot be 
more to than his predecefior was: and if it be true that the Nabob 
of Bengal is independent of the Eoglifh, and raafter of his own 
actions, how can the gentlemen juflify: their proceedings againft 
Mir Jaffir, whom they called to Co feyere an account for the admi- 
niflration of his own government, as to depofe him, tho’ he had 
not been guilty of any offence to our nation, nor ever deviated from 
his treaty? ?r‘ : 

24. I ride ad of checking the overgrowing power of the prefent 
Nabob, it is daily promoted; and he has eventhe abfolute com - 
jtnand of our army at Patna, the Chief there, having dkedions to .let 

him 





' him have what number of our troops ho pleafes to demand, 'without 
being allowed, to judge of the nature of the fervice for which they 
are demanded. This you will obferve. Honourable Sirs, in the.in-, 
flrudlions given to Mr. Ellis, dated the 2 ad September laft, and In 
the confultafion of the fame day, where Tome of our opinions dtf 
that procedure are entered. Wo cannot help cxpreflirig how much 1 
we fear that an ill ufe will be made by him of this power over our 
forces, and that they will fooner or la. ter be employed for fuch pur- 
poles as will render us more odious to the whole country, bring greater 
tiifcredit upon our arms, and reflect farther difhonor upon our na¬ 
tion. . ft'T . ..: 

■izp Notwithftandihg this zealous attachment to Cafiim Aly C-han,- 
there can be no reafon to hope He will a£t the part of a faithful ally 
towards uS. What, dependanee can be had on a perfon who fo rea¬ 
dily entered into the ichemeof depodng not only his- lawful mailer, • 
hut his patron under whole immediate care he was brought up ? who 
jfhewed fo much diiloyaky to his natural Sovereign*', the King of In* 
doftan, as to evade even acknowledging him, till he was in a man- 
obliged to it by our repeated, defifes. ? and who betrays a conti¬ 
nual diftrull of thofe who have appeared any way attached to us ? 

26. The Nabob’s undutifnl behaviour to the King, proceeded m 
great meafure from his jealoufy of the regard we profei&d for him, 
and his fear? that we fhould reduce his authority, by fubjetling 
the Subafliip to its primitive dependency on the Mogul, and obliging 
him to pay the. royal revenues. He therefore fet every engine to 
work to create a rupture between us j he endeavoured to make the 

* Formerly the Sha-zadah- who Was defeated by, M-.jor Canute, in that famous 
battle near Patna, as related above, and who, on the death of his father, became 
‘ Indoftan, and confcquemly Sovereign of Bengal, which is one of the pro- 
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refts of die Company, which would be greatly promoted by fuch 
-.1 appointment; what renders this refufal the more extraordinary is, 
that it is well known application was made to the King, foon aft« 
Mr. Vanlittart’s arrival, in Jaffier Aly Chan’s time, for the funads 
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ants of the ptovti ce of Bengal, which we.e actually drawn out 
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no. The fame fpirit of refentment, which actuated the Nabob 
f^w<4 r-note, was equally thong againft Major Carnac, 
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whom he alfo endeavoured to buy over to lerve his ends but in vain. 
The Nabob faw, with a jealous eye, the many clillinguiflung marks 
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32. A very fignal infutt off 
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purpofe, the board gave'it unanimoufly as their opinion, " that there 
were not the lead grounds to fappoie any inch combination, the 



thole 
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33. The material part of this, letter related ;io an, application, 


to 


hs country upon 

the Ganges .; which, had our troops, attended his Maje%, as arc 

communication. The toppingfuch a letter, or indeed any one 
from a perfon in fa public a charter as the Major then was, might 
be of the moil fatal confequencc, was alfo a public affront, and one 
that never was before offered by any Nabob: yet no fetisfa&ion has 
ever been obtained from him, although wrote to pubiiddy on t 
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